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ABSTRACT 

PURPOSE: To obtain a small and inexpensive ink cartridge and ink jet 
recorder in which ink is used efficiently by forming an ink bag of a 
flexible material, placing a pair of plate members coupled through a spring 
member in the ink bag, and allowing intrusion of outer air into the ink bag 
when the ink supply pressure reaches a predetermined negative level. 

CONSTITUTION: In an ink cartridge 6 being employed in an ink jet recorder 
where ink is introduced from an ink cartridge to a recording head thence 
delivered through a nozzle toward a recording member, a flexible bag 1 for 
containing ink is placed in the ink cartridge 6 and a pair of rigid plate 
members 213, 214 coupled through a leaf spring 3 is contained in the bag 1. 
This structure allows generation of negative pressure in the tank through a 
simple structure and realizes a small and inexpensive ink cartridge having 
high ink use efficiency. 
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